CHAPTER XII

ATTEMPT AT ZAGREB

THE pact of the Little Entente was insurance against
the revisionism of Austria and Hungary.   The Balkan
Pact was insurance against Italy.   The overtures to
Bulgaria were designed to show that the general peace
would not be endangered by the Balkan powers falling
out among themselves.   They had the further object
of discouraging foreign interference and intrigue.   The
prospects of Italian itridentism were not very bright in
the autumn of 193 3.   Mussolini was suspicious, perhaps
jealous of Hitler.   The new Germany certainly wished to
incorporate Austria in the Reich and might have ultimate
designs on Austrian territory lost to Italy, perhaps even
on Trieste.   Fascism, was obliged to run counter to
Nazism by lauding Bolshevism.   But there was the
prospect of Italy becoming isolated in central Europe.
Probably it was during the autumn of 1933 that
Italy decided upon the conquest of Abyssinia,   The
European adventure was postponed because of the
Balkan Pact.   King Alexander stood in Mussolini's
way.   The Duce was angry but he did not intend to
fight Jugoslavia.   The little nations would beset him
like wasps.   Hitler would laugh at his legions setting
forth to conquer Illyria and meeting with every possible
mishap.   Better to win renown on a safer field,   De
Bono assured him of a very easy victory in Abyssinia.
Military achievement was needed to enhance the prestige
of the army.   For words alone cannot make an army
valiant.   The Nazis must become convinced of the power
of Fascism in arms.   No one really knew what the Duce
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